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While she was still in Innsbruck, Maria Theresa also
softened towards Marie Christine, and consented to
her marriage with Albert of Saxony, The Empress's
children had never known their mother to be so mellow
and so approachable.
After Maria Theresa returned to Vienna, where, of
course, the Court was commanded to observe the deepest
mourning, she seemed utterly dazed. For the first time
in her active life, she became obsessed with the past.
" Emperor Francis, my husband," she wrote in her
Prayer Book, " lived 56 years, 8 months, 10 days. He
died on August 18, 1765, at half-past nine in the evening.
This means that he lived 680 months, 2958 weeks,
20,778 days, and 496,992 hours, My happy married
life lasted 29 years, 6 months, and 6 days; this is 335
months, 1540 weeks, 10,781 days, and 258,744 hours.1'
She moved at once from the room she had shared for
twenty-nine years with Francis to the third floor in the
Hofburg. Her new apartments were draped with black
velvet; she wore only black and wore her hair cut short
as a symbol of her despair. She prayed and confessed
incessantly. The ladies at the Court were instructed to
wear mourning and to give up the use of rouge. It is
said that the Princess Auersperg, who had never been
as fond of Francis as he had been of her, was enraged by
these orders, and said, " Is it possible that one cannot
be the mistress of one's own face ? I thought that God
had given me my face, and not the government.**
Gradually, Maria Theresa recovered somewhat from
the shock of her husband's sudden death. She became
aware of her own hazy frame of mind. This was the
first step towards her recovery. By the New Year of
1766 she was completely conscious of her condition,
though as long as she lived she never ceasad wearing

